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DETAILED ACTION
Response to Amendment
1. This action is in response to the amendment dated 28 July 2006 in application

09/872,197. Claims 1-24 are pending. Claims 1, 9, and 17 are amended.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102
2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action:

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2)
of such treaty in the English language.

Claims 1-3, 5-7, 9-11, 13-15, 17-19, 21-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e)
as being antiéipated by Knudson et al. (US006564379B1).

Regarding claim 1, Knudson et al. (Kn'udson) discloses a client terminal (set-top
box (STB) .48) connectable to a head end (television distribution fa§i|ity 38) and a
displéy device (television 52) (See Fig. 1). The head end provides program information
including first program data associated with a first program aﬁd second program data
associated with a second program (See column 3 lines 34-65). The client terminal
comprises a channel input interface to receive program guide information (See Fig. 1,
STB 48) and a user interface to receive a first input and a second input (See Figs. 1 and

3, remote control 54 and 60). Furthermore, the STB further serves as the terminal
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controller responsive to an OSD control program in order to successfully display images
on the television (See Figs. 1 and 4). The STB displays a plurality of different channel
identifiers on the display device during flip or browse mode (e.g. the display will display
a plurality of different channel identifiers when the user operates the up and down
'cursors, such asé KRMA and 7 KMGH) (See Figs. 4 and 5). The user can switch from
| flip mode to browse mode by pressing one of the cursor keys or “selecting one of the
plurality of differenf channel identifiers in resbonse to the first input” (e.g. current flip
mode displays “6 KRMA" and user switches to browse mode by pressing one of the
cursor keys) (See colurhn 7 lines 4-7). The browse display 70 in browse mode is a pop-
up for the selected channel identifier, wherein the browse display 70 is displayed in
response to the user pressing one of the cursor keys during the current flip mode and
will still display the plurality of different channel identifiers (See Figs. 4 and 5; column 7
lines 4-7). The browse display 70 displays the first program data associété,d with the
first program of the selected channel identifier (See Fig. 4, 6 KRMA Big Comfy couch
10:30 AM) in response to the first input (e.g. the first time the cursor keys are pressed)
(See Fig. 4) and the user interface receives the second input (e.g. operating the cursor
keys again during browse mode) while the pop-up is displaying the first program data
and the browse display 70 displays a second program data associated with the second
program of the selected channel identifier in response to the second input (e.g. the user
.presses the left or right cursor keys to view other program listings corresponding to the
current channel identifier that occur prior or after 10:30 AM) (See Fig. 4; golumn B lines

26-50).
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Regarding claim 2, the browse display 70 includes a next icon, such that the
second input selects the next icon resulting in the display of a second program data that
is associated with a second program that occurs after the first program (See Fig. 4, right
arrow 72; column 6 lines 26-50).

Regarding claim 3, the browse display 70 includes a previous icon, such that the
second input selects the previous icon resulting in the display of a second program data
that is associated with a second program that occurs before the first program (See Fig.
4, left arrow 72; column 6 lines 26-50).

Regarding claim 5, the program guide information displayed in the browse
display includes a channel number (6), a channel identifier (KRMA), a program time
(10:30 AM), and a title of the program (Big Comfy Couch) (See Fig. 4).

Regarding claim 6, the program guide information displayed in the browse
display further includes a description of the program (the program occurs at 10:30 AM)
(See Fig. 4).

Regarding claim 7, the channel identifiers represents broadcast channels or
satellite channels (See column 3 line 59 - column 4 line 6).

Claim 9 contains the limitations of claim 1 (where inherently the STB runs a
computer program embodied in a computer readable storage medium in order to
successfully perform its functions) and is analyzed as previously discussed with respect
to that claim.

Claim 10 contains the limitations of claims 2 and 9 and is analyzed as previously

discussed with respect to those claims.
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Claim 11 contains the limitations of claims 3 and 9 and is analyzed as previously
discussed with respect to those claims. |

Claim 13 contains the limitations of claims 5 and 9 and is analyzed as previously
discussed with respect to those claims.

Claim 14 contains the limitations of claims 6 and 13 and is analyzed as
previously discussed with respect to those claims.

Claim 15 contains the limitations of claims 7 and 9 and is analyzed as previously
| discussed with respect to those claims.

Claim 17 contains the limitations of claim 1 (wherein the STB performs the
method) and is analyzed as previously discussed with respect to that claim.

Claim 18 contains the limitations of claims 2 and 17 and is analyzed as
previously discusséd with respect to those claims.

Claim 19 contains the limitations of claims 3. and 17 and is analyzed as
previously discussed with respect to those claims.

Claim 21 contains the limitations of claims 5 and 17 and is analyzed as
‘previously discussed with respect to those claims.

Claim 22 contains the limitations of claims 6 and 21 and is analyzed as
previously discussed with respect to those claims.

‘Claim 23 contains the limitations of claims 7 and 17 and is analyzed as

previously discussed with respect to those claims.
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103
3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains.
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made.

Claims 4, 12, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable
over Knudson et al. (US006564379B1) in view of Alexander et al. (US006177931B1).

Claim 4 contains the limitations of claim 1 and is analyzed as previously
discussed with respect to those claims. However, Knudson does not disclose (1) a
record icon resulting in the recording of the first program (2) in a local memory.

(1) Alexander et al. (Alexander) discloses an electronic program guide that
includes a record icon, whereupon when a user selects the record icon the system
records the program (See Fig. 1, Record 46; column 7 line 58 — column 8 line 3).
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the a& at the time the
invention was made to modify the electronic program guide display disclosed by
Knudson to include a record icon, such that the second input selects the record icon
resulting in the recording of the first program, as taught by Alexander, in erder to
provide the user with easy eccess to record a program that is currently being watched
so the user may watch the recorded program at a time that is more convenient.

(2) Knudson in view of Alexander does not expressly disclose storing the
recorded program in local memory. Official Notice (MPEP 2144.03) is taken that both

the concepts and advantages of recording in a local memory aré well known and
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expected in the art. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in
the art at the time the invention was made to have the recording be stored in a local
memory in order to have a faster access to the recorded program.

Cleim 12 contains the limitations of claims 4 and 9 and is analyzed as previously
discussed with respect to those claims.

Claim 20 contains the limitations of claims 4 and 17 and is analyzed as

previously discussed with respect to those claims.

Claims 8, 16, and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable
over Knudson et al. (US006564379B1) in view of Jerding (US006463586B1).

Claim 8 contains the limitations of claim 1 and is analyzed as previously
discussed with respect to that claim. However, Knudson does not disclose that the client
terminal displays p>redetermined channel identifiers in a predetermined order set by the
user.

Jerding discloses a service navigation system for an electronic program guide.
Jerding discloses that a client terminal is able td display predetermined channel
identifiers in a predetermined order set by the user (See column 3 lines 11-19).
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the
invention was made to modify the STB and program guide system disclosed by
Knudson to be able to display predetermined channel identifiers in predetermined order

set by the user, as taught by Jerding, in order to provide a electronic program guide that
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is more powerful and extensible then mere channel number navigation (See column 3
lines 11-19).
Claim 16 contains the limitations of claims 8 and 9 and is analyzed as previously
discussed with respect to those claims. |
Claim 24 contains the limitations of claims 8 and 17 and is analyzed as

previously discussed with respect to those claims.

Response to Arguments

4. Applicant's arguments filed 28 July 2006 have been fully considered but they are
not persuasive. |

Applicant argues with respect to claims 1, 9, and 17 that Knudson does not
disclose displaying a plurality of different channel identifiers, selecting one of the
plurality of different channel identifiers and still displaying the plurality of different
channel identifiers during the pop-up. However, reading the claims in the broadest
sense, Knudson still meets all the limitations of the claims. Knudson discloses that th.e
STB displays a plurality of different channel identifiers during flip or browse modes
based on the user operation of the up and down cursor (See Figs. 4 and 5, 6 KRMA and
7 KMGH). The user switches from flip mode to browse mode by selecting one of the
plurality of different channel identifiers based on the user operavtion of the cursor keys
(See column 7 lines 4-7). The browse display 70 or “pop-up” will still display the plurality

of different channel identifiers (See Figs. 4 and 5; column 7 lines 4-7).
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Applicant argues with respect to claims 1, 9, and 17 that Knudson does not
disclose a pop-up that displays first program data associated with a first program of the
selected channel identifier in response to the first input...and displaying second
program data associated with a second program of the selected channel identifier in
response to the second input. However, reading the claims in the broadest sense,
Knudson still meets all the limitations of claims 1, 9, and 17. Knudson discloses that the
user can enter a browse mode by operating one of the cursor keys on a channel
identifier (e.g. 6 KRMA) or “the selected channel identifier” shown in Figs. 4-5. Within
this mode the user can view Big Comfy Couch or “first program” along with its broadcast
time or “first program data”. Furthermore, the user can view another program (e.g. the
user presses the left or right cursor keys to view other program listings corresponding to
the current channel identifier that ocbur prior or after 10:30 AM) (See Fig. 4; column 6
lines 26-50) or “second program” along with its “second program data”. The user can
view both' the Big Comfy Couch program and programs prior or after 10:30 AM from the
same browse mode, which was entered by selecting the 6 KRMA or “the selected
channel identifier”.

Applicant is reminded that although the claims are interpreted in light of the
specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See Inre
Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993).

The examiner suggests that applicants consider using more descriptive language
within the claims that best repfesents what is disclosed on Figure 2 of applicant’s

specification.
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Conclusion
5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection présented in
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37
CFR 1.136(a).

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory' period, then the
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any
extension fee purSuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of
the advisc;ry action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later

than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action.

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to Joseph G. Ustaris whose telephone number is §71-272-
7383. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-5PM; Alternate Fridays off.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s
supervisor, Christopher S. Kelley can be reached on 571-272-7331. The fax phone
number for the organization where this application ér proceeding is assigned is 571-

273-8300.
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.
For more infofmation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-freé). If you would like assistance from a
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.
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October 18, 2006 é)ﬁ W

CHRIS KELLEY
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600
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